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English Capstone Proposal Rubric

Focus
_____The proposal has a clear thesis statement or claim. 

_____The proposal’s claim includes a call to action that is clear, specific and possible.

_____The proposal clearly addresses the problem or need it intends to solve (this is a very important criterion; your score counts double on this point).

Development
_____The student provides reasons and supporting arguments—rather than assumptions—to argue his or her position. The student demonstrates understanding of the logical consequences of his or her arguments.
_____The student supports these reasons with sufficient examples, details, statistics, or some other kind of supporting material (this is a very important criterion; your score counts double on this point).

Audience Awareness

_____The essay is written in a clear, understandable style (that is, you could read the essay out loud and each sentence would sound like something a person might say naturally).

_____The writer puts forward his or her argument respectfully and responds to possible counter-arguments.

Organization
_____ The essay has a clear introductory paragraph, as well as a clear concluding paragraph.

_____ All paragraphs are focused around a single idea that is identified in a topic (this is a very important criterion; your score counts double on this point).

_____ Paragraphs appear in a logical order, linked with effective transitions.

Correctness and Presentation

_____ Importance of grammar errors (this number represents a penalty to your essay grade).

_____The proposal is typed, double spaced, in 12-point type, with regular margins, using a professional font such as Times New Roman (no title fonts or decorative fonts), with all the pages in order and no title page.

_____ There are no (or very few) typos or spelling errors in the proposal.

Research
_____The essay quotes and paraphrases at least three outside sources effectively, 

_____The proposal includes in-text citation and a works cited page in MLA format.

_____The sources used are credible, current, and persuasive.

Grade Calculation: Each item is given a rating of 0-4. Items marked with a 4 mean that the student has shown strong skills in the area being assessed. A 3 refers to a consistent response; a grade of 2 means that the response is inconsistent; a 1 refers to a weak response. A grade of 0 will be applied when the skill being measured is not present in the student’s writing.

Grade = ______/72 – grammar penalty ________    =      ______/ 100
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